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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
The following questions can be used for individual reflection or group discussion: 
 
Prologue 
 
The following questions are suitable for a discussion group’s first meeting, especially if 
“ icebreakers”  are needed to help people get to know each other better. 
 

1. Describe your interest in football. Why do you enjoy this sport? Who are your 
favorite teams or players? How much time do you spend following the sport? 

 
2. What are some of your favorite football memories?  

 
3. Have you ever played competitive football? 

 
4. Describe your faith journey to date. 

 
5. Which network has the best theme song to introduce its football games? �  

 
 
Week 1: Clueless Fans 
 

1. Have you ever judged somebody unfairly by allowing a stereotype or 
misconception to affect your judgment? Describe what happened.  

 
2. Read Luke 18:9-14. What insights does this passage provide about our feelings 

towards other people? 
 

3. Read John 8:1-11. What can we learn from this passage? 
 

4. Why do you think Christians are prone to judging other people when the Bible 
specifically discourages such actions? 

 
5. Discuss the C.S. Lewis quote in the book (page 20). Give specific examples of 

people or incidents where this quote applies.  
 

6. What is the difference between judging and admonishing? How can we do the 
latter more effectively without doing the former? 

 
7. Identify somebody to encourage and support whom you normally might be 

tempted to look down upon or criticize. 
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Week 2: Giant Egos 
 

1. Do you know people who treat others poorly because of their position or status? 
How do you feel about this behavior? 

 
2. Identify at least one successful person who seems to attempt to treat all people 

equally. 
 

3. Do you ever struggle with feelings of self-importance or even arrogance? How 
does this affect your treatment and views towards other people?  

 
4. Read John 13:1-17. What lesson was Jesus teaching his disciples? How can this 

passage be applied in your life? 
 

5. Read Acts 14:8-18. How did Paul and Barnabus respond to the crowd? Did these 
men fail to capitalize on a great opportunity? Why did they respond in this 
manner? 

 
6. Is it Christian-like to consistently draw attention to yourself? Is ignoring others 

(as if they aren’ t present or exist purely to hear you talk) a form of disrespect? 
 

7. Identify examples of how Jesus showed respect to all people. 
 

8. Describe the connection between humility before God and humility towards other 
people? 

 
9. Why do you think God often picks unlikely people to advance His purposes? 

Besides Abraham, can you name other examples?  
 
 
Week 3: A Player ’s Coach 
 

1. In your own words, describe how one can love and fear God at the same time. 
 
2. Read the following accounts of humans who experienced God’s presence: Exodus 

19:16-19, Matthew 17:1-8, Isaiah 6:1-5, and Ezekiel 1:25-28. If you experienced 
such an encounter, how would this affect your everyday life? 

 
3. Have you ever met a famous celebrity that you really liked? How did you feel? 

 
4. Read Job 38-39. Does this passage help you to appreciate God’s omnipotence and 

mighty power? (If you read the entire passage, consider allowing everybody in the 
group to read a portion) 

 
5. How would you feel about serving a God that doesn’ t love or care about you? 
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6. How would you feel about serving a God that expects and demands nothing from 
you? 

 
7. In today’s culture, many pastors shy away from preaching about the fear of God. 

How can pastors and teachers emphasize this important Biblical concept without 
“ turning off”  people? How does your church handle this matter? 

 
 
Week 4: Retaliation 
 

1. Read 2 Samuel 16:5-14. What do you think of David’s reaction? Compare his 
response to that of Gideon in Judges 8:4-17. 

 
2. Is it easier to respond in kind or show restraint? 

 
3. Identify an instance when you responded in kind. How did you feel afterwards? 

Do you think God was pleased with your choice? 
 

4. Identify an instance when you resisted the temptation to respond in kind. Why did 
you make this choice? Did you regret your decision later? 

 
5. Have there been Abigails in your life (see 1 Samuel 25)? If so, considering 

thanking these persons for their intervention efforts. 
 

6. Read Judges 15. What does this passage reveal about the cycle of revenge. Cite 
modern-day examples. 

 
7. Read Galatians 5:22-23 and Colossians 3:12-15. 

 
 
Week 5: Growing Pains 
 

1. Describe your Christian journey to date. Are there things you wish you could have 
done differently? Do you struggle to let go of your past?  

 
2. Do you fully appreciate God’s unending love, patience, and mercy? How does 

this make you feel? 
 
3. Do you struggle with recurring sins or bad habits? Are you interested in sharing 

any of them? How does your inability to “conquer”  these sins make you feel? 
 

4. What steps can you take to overcome sin and become more like Christ? 
 

5. Do you know any persons struggling with guilt or defeatism? Are you able to 
offer a word of Christian encouragement? 
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Week 6: “ My Bad, My Bad”  
 

1. Have you ever stubbornly refused to admit you were wrong? Describe such an 
incident. In general, do you find it difficult to apologize or admit to a 
shortcoming? Why are so many human beings reluctant to acknowledge their 
mistakes? 

 
2. Which story is more comical (or pathetic!)? Aaron exclaiming “Out came the 

calf!”  or Adam blaming God for placing Eve with him? 
 

3. What is your reaction to the story about David (2 Samuel 11-12)? Which lines in 
Psalm 51 are most meaningful to you? 

 
4. Read Genesis 4:1-10. How does Cain’s response to God compare to David’s 

response?  
 

5. What are the essential attributes of a real apology? Can you recall examples of 
“apologies”  that didn’ t seem sincere? Describe. 

 
6. Why are some people (especially non-believers) pleased when high-profile 

Christians commit embarrassing sins? Do you ever feel like the high-profile 
sinners are hypocrites? Should they be held to higher standards? 

 
 
Week 7: Making the Final Roster  
 

1. Do you believe one must be a “good”  person to obtain eternal life? If so, how do 
you know if you’ re going to heaven?  

 
2. Read Luke 23:39-43. What do we know the criminal next to Jesus on the cross? 

What does this story suggest about eternal life?  
 

3. If you accept that salvation comes from faith in Christ, how does this make you 
feel about God? How should this realization affect your daily life? 

 
4. Does it bother you that certain types of people might receive eternal life? What 

does this say about your love for other people?  
 

5. What is faith? Is intellectually agreeing with a creed or statement like “Jesus is 
Lord”  sufficient? 
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Week 8: Double Coverage 
 

1. Share an inspiring story about a person who contributed money to a good cause. 
 
2. Read Luke 12:13-34. What lesson was Jesus trying to teach? Does he address 

Selfishness and Insecurity? 
 

3. Describe your personal battles with Selfishness and Insecurity. 
 

4. If you’ve ever made a big sacrifice or given a significant monetary amount to a 
church or a good cause, how did this make you feel? 

 
5. If your budget is tight, what specific sacrifices can you make in order to increase 

your giving? 
 

6. Read 1 Chronicles 29 and 2 Corinthians 8:1-4. What important points can be 
learned about Christian giving in these passages? 

 
 
Week 9: Going Over the Middle 
 

1. Why is it critical that Christians reach out to persons experiencing difficult 
situations? 

 
2. Do you feel comfortable visiting persons that are experiencing difficult problems 

(health or other issues)?  
 

3. Identify specific ways to help you (or others) become more comfortable in such 
situations.  

 
4. Name specific people that you can reach out to and extend Christian love. What 

acts will you commit to undertake in the next two weeks?  
 

5. If you struggled to identify names in the previous question, what should you do? 
 

6. For some extra motivation, read Amos 6:1-6. What kind of people is the prophet 
addressing in this statement? 

 
 
Week 10: There’s a Flag on the Play 
 

1. How do you view God’s requirements for holy living? Are they a gift or burden? 
Do you find the Christian lifestyle to be attractive? What is the Christian lifestyle? 

 
2. In your own words, explain why God would issue laws that we can’ t fully obey. 
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3. Since Christians are justified by their faith (see week 7), does it matter if we obey 
God’s moral laws? 

 
4. Discuss the concern of legalism, i.e., strict adherence to the law, especially the 

“ letter of the law” rather than the “spirit of the law.”  
 

5. Many people struggle to understand why the “chosen people”  in the Old 
Testament (i.e., the ancient Israelites) were so flawed and imperfect. What do you 
think? 

 
 
Week 11: Playing in the Right System 
 

1. On a regular basis, do you feel like you’ re worshipping and connecting with God 
during church services? What are most meaningful parts of the service? 

 
2. If you don’ t regularly attend church, do you worship and experience God on a 

regular basis? How so? What are your reasons for not attending church? Can 
these reasons be addressed? 

 
3. Are you utilizing your talents at church or through other worthwhile causes? If so, 

are you excited about these opportunities to serve the Lord, or does your service 
feel like a burden? 

 
4. If you’ re not actively involved in your church or other worthwhile causes, what 

are your reasons? How can these be overcome? Will you commit to serving the 
Lord in a new way? 

 
 
Week 12: A Lopsided Trade 
 

1. What is your reaction to Jacob’s deal with Esau? When does “driving a hard 
bargain”  become “ taking advantage”  of someone? Does your answer depend on 
the circumstances (e.g., business world vs. family relations)? 

 
2. Read Genesis 13:1-11. Does Abraham allow Lot to take advantage of him? Do 

you know anyone who takes advantage of the kindness of others? In such cases, 
should the kind person withhold generosity? How should Lot have responded to 
Abraham’s offer? Can you think of instances where you took advantage of 
somebody else’s kindness? 

 
3. How would the world be different if people followed Abraham’s example of 

putting “peace and harmony”  above personal gain? Give specific examples.  
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Week 13: Draft Day Busts 
 

1. Do you understand that Christians belong to a covenantal community, a “ family”  
of believers with a clear purpose on earth? Describe how this reality should 
impact your life. 

 
2. Read Daniel 1. Does Daniel’s example have relevance to your career? Explain 

why God would care about your efforts in the secular world. Identify specific 
ways to make a difference for Christ in your workplace or through extracurricular 
activities.  

 
3. Do you know committed Christians who are substandard performers at work? 

How might this affect their ability to influence other people? 
 

4. Identify people who have used their success as a platform to glorify God. Your 
list might include famous personalities or people in your industry, company or 
community. How did they make their faith known? 

 
 
Week 14: Taking Losses Too Hard 
 

1. Is your behavior adversely affected by the results of football games? If so, who 
bears the brunt of your anger, depression, moodiness, etc? How can you learn to 
keep games in proper perspective? 

 
2. Identify habits or tendencies that prevent you from living a godly life or growing 

in your faith. Are you prepared to reduce or “cut out”  these activities from your 
life?  

 
3. If you take action on the above actions, how will this change your life? Identify 

specific people who will benefit from your decision. 
 

4. What kind of assistance or support do you need to successfully make the above 
changes in your life? 

 
 
Week 15: Wireless Headsets 
 

1. Have there been times when you felt God speaking to you? How did you know it 
was God? Did you ever determine later that perhaps you were mistaken? 

 
2. Do you agree with John Maxwell’s statement that communication from God is 

“almost always reserved for unique and special—even singular—occasions. It is a 
huge deal to receive such communication from God and a huge deal to claim it?”  
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3. How do you think some people feel when hearing that God speaks directly to 
other believers on a frequent basis (but not to them)?  

 
4. Read Genesis 15-16. Abraham is often accused of doing things his own way 

rather than trusting in God. What do you think? Could he have simply been trying 
to implement God’s will? 

 
5. Do you believe that God would instruct individuals to engage in behavior that is 

contrary the teachings of Christ? Discuss the contemporary relevance of this 
issue. 

 
6. How should Christians reconcile passages in the Bible that, at least on a surface 

level, appear to be conflicting? 
 
 
Week 16: The Bottom of the Pile 
 

1. Identify persons whose lives were adversely affected after their secrets were 
revealed. 

 
2. Why do people engage in destructive behavior when they know the consequences 

can be devastating? 
 

3. How does it make you feel that God knows everything about you? 
 

4. What are your thoughts on persons who have different standards of moral conduct 
depending on the audience? Is it acceptable to act differently with your pastor or 
priest than with close friends? 

 
5. Do you have struggles or weaknesses that most people don’ t know about? Do you 

feel comfortable sharing any details? 
 

6. If you’ re struggling with a particular issue, what steps must you take to overcome 
the weakness? 

 
 
Week 17: A Former Player  
 

1. What do you think of the view that God is too great, holy and magnificent to 
become Incarnate? What does “God in the flesh”  reveal about our Lord? 

 
2. Why do you think Jesus shunned special and royal treatment when coming to 

earth? What are the implications for your life? 
 

3. Read Isaiah 53. What verses are most meaningful to you? 
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4. Why do you think Jesus was crucified to save us from our sins? Could not have 
God forgiven our sins through other means?  

 
 
Week 18: Learning the Playbook 
 

1. What are the benefits of studying the Bible? Do you find it ironic that Christians 
hold the Bible in such high esteem but rarely read or study it? 

 
2. Have you read the entire Bible? Have you ever participated in an in-depth study 

of a particular book? Describe your experience. 
 

3. The Bible speaks repeatedly about obedience (In the New Testament alone, see 
John 14:15, Luke 8:21, Matthew 21:28-32, 1 John 2:3-6, James 1:22-25, Titus 
1:16). Another key passage is Luke 6:46-49. How can this parable be applied 
unless one studies God’s Word in the Bible? 

 
4. Read Mark 1:21-39. Was Jesus busy? How did he carve out time to spend with his 

Father? How much time do you spend with your Bible on a weekly basis? How 
can you find more time to grow your faith? 

 
5. Identify good resources to assist you in understanding the Bible. 

 
 
Week 19: Vocal Fans, Quiet Believers 
 

1. How do you show allegiance to your favorite team? What is the funniest display 
of team loyalty that you have witnessed? Do you own any team paraphernalia that 
is particularly noteworthy (or that you are fond of)? 

 
2. Read Luke 8:26-39. Do Jesus’  words apply to your life? 

 
3. Do most of your friends, colleagues and relatives know the extent of your 

Christian faith? Are they impressed or “ turned off”  by your faith? 
 

4. Identify six ways in which you will feel comfortable sharing your faith with 
friends, family or colleagues.  

 
5. If you allow people to know you’ re a Christ follower, your behavior might receive 

extra attention and scrutiny. Are you up for the challenge? Are you willing to 
make behavioral changes? 

 
6. When was the last time you invited somebody to church?  
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Week 20 and Epilogue: Moving the Chains/Epilogue 
 

1. Do you wish that God’s standards were easier to follow? If this was the case, how 
would the world be different? 

 
2. Throughout history, some have interpreted Jesus’  command to the rich young 

ruler as a call to ascetiscism. Do you agree? 
 

3. Describe your own spiritual situation. Are you satisfied? Guilt-ridden? 
Complacent? Eager to become more like Christ?  

 
4. How much do you love God? How much do you love all of your neighbors? What 

specific steps can you take to grow in your faith journey? 
 

5. What do you want people to say at your funeral? What example or legacy do you 
want to leave for family members, friends or other people who cross your path? 

 
 
 
 


